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Clerkhill pupils enter first Lego League
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The Lego Legends with their trophy and medals.

Lego Legends to
build on success
by Morag Kuc

morag.kuc@jpimedia.co.uk
@buchanienews

A group of ten P6 pupils from
Clerkhill School have had the
opportunity to form a team
called ‘Clerkhill Lego Legends’
for First Lego League which is
a teamwork challenge involving science and engineering.
Local company JBS Fabrication Ltd & JBS Group (Scotland) Ltd have sponsored
them and Emma Ross from
the company has collaborated with Mrs Stephens to coach
the children.
The team has also had support with coding from Martin
Evans and parents have been

very supportive with the
homework required and by
joining team meetings.
They have been working
hard to learn how to code a robot and have undertaken an
innovative project to improve
a building or public space in
the community.
The children decided that
they wanted to make playparks more inclusive. They
conducted research in their
school community and the
school community at Anna
Ritchie to design a swing set
that is accessible for all.
The most important aspect of the challenge is the
core values of inclusion, discovery, impact, innovation,
teamwork and fun! This has
complimented Clerkhill

School values and has developed transferrable skills in
the children.
The culmination of their
efforts involved a regional
tournament at NESCOL in
Fraserburgh where they demonstrated their skills and presented their project.
Judges commented on
their positive demonstration
of the core values, especially
their friendliness and willingness to help the other teams.
Clerkhill Lego Legends
won two trophies at the event
for their robot performance
and the overall champion’s
award. This allows them to enter the national competition
in Perth at the end of February. A fantastic achievement
for their first year!

Crime

Witness appeal following fire
Police in Peterhead are appealing for information after
a rabbit hutch was deliberately set on fire in the early hours
of Thursday, January 2.
The incident happened
around 3.10am at a property
on Forman Drive, Clerkhill.
The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service attended and extinguished the fire which left
two rabbits badly singed.
Constable Millie Robertson said: “Enquiries are ongoing to establish the full
circumstances of the fire,

which we are treating as wilful. This was a reckless and
cruel act and we will find out
who was responsible.
“The family were woken
up by their smoke alarm going
off and contacted emergency
services.
“None of the family members were injured as the incident was contained to the
hutch outside. They have understandably been left very
shaken by what has happened
to their pet animals.
“We are keen to speak to

anyone who may have seen
any suspicious activity in the
Clerkhill area on the morning. The hutch was in the back
garden of the property so we
believe access to the garden
could have been gained by
climbing fences of surrounding properties. If you heard
or saw anything around this
time, please get in touch with
police as soon as possible.”
Anyone with information
should contact Peterhead Police Office on 101, quoting ref.
number 0423 of January 2.

New Funeral
Support Payment
Are you, or someone you
know, struggling to pay
for a funeral? You may
be able to get help with
some of the costs.
Funeral Support Payment
is available if you live in
Scotland and get certain
benefits or tax credits.
Funeral Support Payment
can pay an average of
£1,300 and can cover
burial and cremation
costs. The payment also
includes other expenses
and some travel costs.
The money can be paid
directly to your chosen
funeral director, or into
your account.
You can apply from when
the person dies, and up
until six months after
the date of the funeral.
This new Scottish
Government benefit
is delivered by Social
Security Scotland,

and is an investment in
everyone. This support
is there to help when
you need it and you
are encouraged to find
out if you are eligible
for Funeral Support
Payment.
If eligible, the amount
you get will depend on
what funds were left
by the person who died,
and the eligible costs
incurred. If the person
who died left financial
assets we will recover
this payment from
their estate.
Social Security Scotland
was set up by the Scottish
Government to deliver a
number of benefits and,
once fully operational,
will deliver benefits for
people on low incomes,
disabled people, carers,
young people entering
the workplace and to help
people heat their homes.

For more information or to apply for
Funeral Support Payment visit
mygov.scot/benefits or call 0800 182 2222
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